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1. Classify the elements from the following list into two columns: in one, it includes the things that are worthwhile (you decide what you think they’re good for) and, in the other, those that aren’t. Justify your answer and add other examples you can think of. 

a. Knowing by heart the name of all the peoples of Spain.
b. Understand a map.
c. Appreciate the beauty of a literary text.
d. Memorize a poem without understanding it.
e. Attend class and not work with classmates in research activities.
f. Punish someone for changing their misconduct.
g. Dialogue with a person so that he does not repeat a disrespectful behavior.
h. Not going to class as a form of protest because the heating does not work.
2. Study the role of observation and memory through a Sherlock Holmes story. Sherlock Holmes is a famous detective, protagonist of many novels. One day he says to his assistant Watson: "You were at the post office on the street this morning Wigmore to put in a telegram. " Watson asks him, "And how did you guess?" Holmes replies:

“It is simplicity itself,” he remarked, chuckling at my surprise,—“so absurdly simple that an explanation is superfluous; and yet it may serve to define the limits of observation and of deduction. Observation tells me that you have a little reddish mould adhering to your instep. Just opposite the Seymour Street Office they have taken up the pavement and thrown up some earth which lies in such a way that it is difficult to avoid treading in it in entering. The earth is of this peculiar reddish tint which is found, as far as I know, nowhere else in 4 the neighborhood. So much is observation. The rest is deduction.” 

“How, then, did you deduce the telegram?”

“Why, of course I knew that you had not written a letter, since I sat opposite to you all morning. I see also in your open desk there that you have a sheet of stamps and a thick bundle of postcards. What could you go into the post-office for, then, but to send a wire? Eliminate all other factors, and the one which remains must be the truth.”

Now, answer the following questions:
a. In your opinion, what is more decisive for Sherlock Holmes to have been able to discover that Watson had sent a telegram: observation or deduction? Why?

b. Give an example of a situation in which you used memory to observe and explain the information you were able to get thanks to what you already knew.
c. Do you think that observation can sometimes be a source of misleading information? What precautions do you think should be taken to make a reliable use of observation?
