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Read and answer
Óscar Romero was a Salvadoran bishop who defended human rights and denounced the injustices committed by the institutions in his country, El Salvador. Read the following excerpt from the speech delivered by Óscar Romero at the Belgian University of Leuven on February 2, 1980, on a trip to Europe. On his return to his country, on March 24 of that same year, he was assassinated shot while celebrating the Eucharist.

This defense of the poor in a seriously troubled world has caused something new in the recent history of our Church: persecution. Your they will know the most important data. In less than three years more than fifty priests have been attacked, threatened and slandered. Six of them are martyrs, dying assassinated; several have been tortured and others expelled.

The religious have also been subjected to persecution. [...] Various convents parochial have been registered. If this has been done with the most visible representatives of the Church You will understand what has happened to the simple Christian people, to the peasants, their delegate catechists of the word, to the communities ecclesial base. There those threatened, captured, tortured and murdered they number in the hundreds and thousands. As always, the persecution has also been the poor Christian people the most persecuted.

It is, therefore, a clear fact that our Church has been persecuted in the last three years. But the most important is to observe why it has been persecuted. No priest has been persecuted or attacked any institution. That part of the Church that has sided with the government has been persecuted and attacked.

poor people and has come to their defense. And again we find here the key to understanding the persecution of the Church: the poor. Again it is the poor who make us understand what really has occurred. And therefore the Church has understood the persecution from the poor. The persecution has been caused by the defense of the poor and is nothing other than bearing the fate of the poor.

The real persecution has been directed at the poor people, who are today the body of Christ in history. They are the crucified people, like Jesus, the persecuted people like Yahweh's Servant. They are the ones they complete in their bodies what is lacking in the passion of Christ. And for that reason, when the Church has organized and unified gathering the hopes and anguishes of the poor, the same fate has been suffered of Jesus and the poor: persecution.

1. Make a comparison between the persecutions of early Christians and those of Christians from El Salvador in the time of Monsignor Romero.

2. Do you think that Óscar Romero and the other members of the persecuted Church in El Salvador were always brave? What can encourage a person who was threatened with death to talk about this way?

3. Where do you observe the teaching of kerygma in this speech by Romero?

4. Relate the following sentence of the speech to the life of the first Christian community: “When the Church has organized and unified, gathering the hopes and anguishes of the poor, it has run the same fate of Jesus and the poor: persecution ”.
